THE  CHILDREN'S  OMNIBUS

CHAPTER   THREE

Tells who  the Fairy Blackstick  wasy   and who  were  ever
so many grand personages besides

BETWEEN the kingdoms of Paflagonia and Grim
Tartary, there lived a. mysterious personage,
who was known in those countries as the Fairy Black-
stick, from the ebony wand or crutch which she
carried, on which she rode to the moon sometimes,
or upon other excursions of business or pleasure,
and with which she performed her wonders.

When she was young, and had been first taught the
art of conjuring, by the necromancer, her father, she
was always practising her skill, whizzing about from
one kingdom to another upon her black stick, and
conferring her fairy favours upon this Prince or that.
She had scores of royal godchildren; turned number-
less wicked people into beasts, birds, millstones,
clocks, pumps, bootjacks, umbrellas, or other absurd
shapes; and in a word was one of the most active
and officious of the whole College of Fairies.

But after two or three thousand years of this sport,
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